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® Why hasthereport taken
intoaccount only private
vehicles? You have placed
100 pages beforeus
without any dataand
analysis...just because you
arelIT doesnot mean you
know everything.

- Justice Swatanter Kumar

® Wearenot theonly ones
stating what we have. The
Mashelkar Committee Auto
Fuel Policy Report itself says the
number of carsin Delhiis
exaggerated. The real numberis
60-70 per cent of that on
government record.

= Professor Dinesh Mohan,
T Delhi

By Baishali Adak in New Delhi

A DAY after being criticised by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) for
preparing a re ort that “lacked
data and analysis”, IIT-Delhi scien-
tists who authored the study came
out in support of it.
The 13-page nes)ort concludes that diesel
- vehicles over 10 years of age form only
seven per eentof e city’s total car fleet.
eir removal will lead to a mere one
per cent reduction in Delhi's
PM 2.5 (extremely fine Ensl 2
i i e eehoe
ution . The
hlingsmlst% ol;DRoad Transport

ways (MoRTH) sub-
mitted .to the green court
late last month to press for
reversal of NGT's order to ban
all diesel vehicles over 10 years
of age in the Capital.

Public transport

The NGT bench hearing the
ongoing air pollution matter,
however, ticked off the
on Mon has the
report taken into account only
private vehicles? Why hasn’t it
considered interstat.e diesel

trucks and rt? You
have pla 100 pages before us
without any data and analysis...
just because you are II'T does not
mean you know ev " Jus:
tice Swatanter Kumar hat sald
aper

One of the authors of the
'Understanding Role of Trans- f;er cent of air pollution in Delhi
in PM 2.5 Emissions in s caused by vehicles over 10

port
Delhi’, professor Dinesh Mohan, years, which NGT is relying on,

2014,” professor Mohan said.
Anumita Roychowdhury of the
Air Pollution and Clean Trans-

IIT scientists
back their study
on air pollution

on 'nlesday said, “We are not the
only ones staﬁng what we have.
The overnment-appointed
Mashe! Committee Auto Fuel
Policy Report itself says the
number of cars in Delhi
is exaggerated. The
real number is 60-
per cent of
that on govern-
ment record”.
“The Central
Pollution Con-
trol  Board
data saying 60

IIT-D report
concludes that diesel
vehicles over 10 years
of age form only 7% of 16.
the city’s total car fleet

goes back to 2010. Also, the
study was not done with the
most modern scientific methods
available. Even a report done by
some scientists from the Uni-
versity of Birmingham, by
chemical analysing
Delhi’s air samples,
say that the overall
contribution of
traffic to pollu-
tion in Delhi is
2-18.7 per
cent. This was
in November

portation programme, Centre for
Science and Environment, how-
ever, requested for a different
perspective on this. She said,
“One must not see this through
the lens of one or 60 per cent.
Burning of diesel produces a
toxic cocktail of nitrogen oxides
and volatile or, ¢ compounds.
This is a class I carcinogen”.
“Also, people have a dlrect
exposure to vehicular e
as this source of pollution is in
our immediate breathing zone.
Older cars adhere to old emis-
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sion standards and
current ‘Pollution Under Check’
norms are extremely lax,” Roy-
chowdhury said.

A senior governmem; sclent.ist
who did not wish name

said,
arrived

our .

“It is strange how th

at the one per cent con
bution of 10-year-old diesel vehl-
cles to pollution figure. The only
two known sources of Particulate
Matter 2.5 are ‘vehicles’ and ‘high
temperature comb on’. There
are hardly any air pollution-caus-
ing industries in Delhi. Those
from other states don’t always
lead to pollution here cause of
varying wind direction.”
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of top 200 universities prepared
by The Times Higher Education
Supplement. These dismal rankings are quite
often taken as a measure of the crisis of
higher education in India, notwithstanding
the obvious limitations of the ranking exer-
cise. But all is not well with Indian
universities.
So far, the Narendra Modi government has
~ done very little to address the crisis in higher
education. The government started on a con-
troversial note. Prime Minister Modi's selec-
ho'n ‘to head the Ministry of Human
and Devel (HRD) raised
questions about the importance of educati

P Iot a single Indian institution of
higher learning figures in the list
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No acche din for higher education

Besides cuts in state funding which is a critical

-area of concern, the BJP-led government’s overall

approach to education is destructive of autonomy,

creativity and diversity

capital, both Indian and foreign, can be en-
couraged. The privatisation of higher educa-
tion is now an irreversible trend in India,
where a majority of the institutions have
been established by the private sector. In the
midst of this trend, it is the arts and human-
ities that are being pushed aside.

Move towards centralisation

Besides cuts in state funding which is a
critical area of concern, the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP)-led government’s overall ap- tionalise
pmachtoeduuﬁonisdesu-ucﬁvedmtono— integral

my, creativity and diversity. The manner in
which the state is intervening in higher edu-
cation is ing concern among both teach-

under this dispensation as it showed scant
regard for education in spite of the fact that
the Sangh Parivar takes eduuhon very
seriously.

Lower budgetary allocation

The government’s first Budget has not de-
livered achhe din for higher education in the
country. The Union Budget for 2015-16 has
reduced funds
tune of Rs.3,900 crore in its revised budget
estimates for the financial year 2014-15. The
government has revised the figure to
Rs.13,000 crore, as against R516900 crore
for the plan allocation. The overall
budget of the Modi government is down from
Rs.82,771 crore to Rs.69,074 crore. The gov-
ernment has also revised allocation for the
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RU-
SA) — which is a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme(CSS). launched in 2013 that aims at

strategic funding to eligible state
lﬂghar tional institutions — to Rs.397
crore as against Rs.2,200 crore in the original

Despite the trend of passing on the respon-

ers and students. There are
proposals to change the very nature of higher
education. The most disturbing is the pro-
posal to revive the Central Universities Act of
2009 which will require the Central
hestofoﬂownqommonndmxuion

for higher education to the (NDA)

slmlumthelrdumtom&odmch?
the higher education system, the

text and mandate, ﬁd each has developed its

own pattern of knowledge production and
reproduction. For example, the Delhi Uni-
versity Act (1922) was in response to the need tral
to provide for the educational needs of an
emerging India and incorporates a wide col-
lege network. The founding ideas of the Ja-
waharlal Nehru University, on the other
te different from other institu-

i for the Jawaharlal Nehru
Umverli!y (J‘NU) Act (1966) was to institu-
the values and vision of “national

mper, and human-

their curricu-

and research.

Itis evldent that the government is eager
to control and direct universities both at the
Central and State level. For this the HRD
Minister is pushing the idea of a Choice-
Based Credit System (CBCS) ﬁm meooted by
her p Murli M:

ing the term of NDA-I, which would hlve a’

serious impact on the country’s education
sy:tem. The Umvemty Grants Commission
(UGC) has fi d the new p Is for
a CBCS a common entrance test and a cen-
king system i 1g the

given bythe government and the UGC that it
l:mlu:lla:l hobl;l r:vlde c:lnsulumm with all stake-

olders re undertaking any subsequent
educational reforms. A common syllabus is
neither duirable nor feasible as this will di-
minish y and lower dard
der to fe m dards. We
need a university system that encourages di-
versity and decentralisation, not one that
centralises authority or enforces lifeless

Even as the government has set the ball
rolling for unveiling a new national educa-
tion policy, there is no public debate or con-
sulnnon atthe behest of the Ministry. Major

changes are being initiated and pushed with-
out actually consulting the professionals in-
volved even though there is growing unease
and opposition within Central universities to
the new education policy and the manner in
which the exercise is being dones So far, the
MHRD's consultations have been limited to
posting information and asking people to
post comments and filling out a mygov.in
survey on higher education on the Ministry’s
website. The public was given a period of one

* month for responding to the “major re-

forms”. Would any half-serious attempt at
reform of the education system treat such
momentous changes in this manner?
The right-wing agenda

‘The common syllabi sylbemim to be seen
in the context of attempts to saffronise the
education sector, particularly at a time when
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is
spearheading the agenda of the present gov-
ernment. Even though the risht-wlng intelli-

-ibili ‘of education to the private sector, e government couldn’t impl ,nu.hum,@mm
ﬂ:ergustmngmtnexmngmtemnding ment its agenda. This government is pursu- Some of the universiﬂesmehumu account of India’s past and pment, the
of education. The role of publicly funded edu- ing the agenda much more or the Ambedkar University, Delhi, are suc- Smghhﬂvn is nevertheless busy reorga-
eaﬁonlnthedtmomﬁuﬁonofmto leaving little scope for dissent ful precisely because they value hetero- nising educational syllabi to reflect a view of
higher is indisputable. and ent. geneity and variation so that creativity and hhmnand»ctewdemedfromnwthohgy
Treatingthahlﬁlereduuﬁonsymmu- The Central University (CU) Act seeks to innovation can thrive, Many Central univer- and religicus texts, in effect giving an open
public good, the Indian state has been suc- replace the existing Central universities with ~sities reflect India’s rsity  licence to fantasise history. Within weeks of
cessful in providing access to institutions of one single Act which would require all uni- in their composition and student forming the government, the RSS held a
higher learning to many groups which were ities to follow a “common” admission body, and, all, they offer very different meeﬁuwlththeHRDMwsbrwhere it
hnhem:m:bletomnt'mbisoﬂy and “common” bus along with syllabi and courses which has helped in their pushed for introduction of moral education,
possible if there is adequate state able” faculty. India’s higher education sys- CU Act advocates correcting distorted history being taught in
for the entire systemof tem, serving a“large and heterog transfer of t iversities. No- ~educational institutions and giving proper
education from school to university. Far n, should an‘r_portndiveru where in the world are “t betwe jﬁmbfommnidohofmecm
from expanding publicly funded universities decentralised system. However, the CU - imtihlhmpnctmd.'ﬂnrehnonudemlc hy&omthepn—mdpon‘lndependoneeen,
with an increase in budgetary allocation of Act will do the opposite; it aims at central- logic here. Besides, transfers increase the RSS ideol Dinanath Batra, unambigu-
education, state funding is being steadily isation and ignoring the  possibility of vindictiveness as it can be used  ously sta umrouuulehmgemmm
withdrawn from educ in general and specificities and uniqueness of each universi- as a punitive measure to silence dissent and place, now there should be total revamp of
‘higher education in particular so that private tyMUnivaulty‘sAnthnupednceon- independent voices. m‘m l::umofs.mm Ba-
. ‘ . ‘Andolan are up rec-
~ommendations for a revamp of education;
they believe the formal ednuﬁon system
needs some key changes: a greater emphasis

on Indian knowledge traditions and a blend-
ing of the material and the spiritual in the
curriculum. X

Leaders of the BJP are on record announc-
Ty ST
us. T age in-
cludes substantive changes both in the con-
tent of education and appointments in
prestigious institutions. Their aim is to influ-
ence dt.!\:ir mﬂd,‘fe to reflect the Sangh’s
agenda by y appointments of per-
sons belonging to %1 o affiliate bodies
in various uutltutiom like the Indian Coun-
cil of Historical Research (ICHR), the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR),
the Nehru Memorial Museum & Library
(NMML). the Indian Institutes of Technoi-
ogy, the Central universities, the National
COuncll of Educational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) and the State Council of Educa-

tional Research and l‘nining (SCERT), ete,
who will loyally Many
ofthemwﬂlexerdseinﬂuenee ublic pol-
icy, and will do so net due to scholar-
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Real world demands in education

HE Union gov‘mmem,

l through the ministry of

human resource devel-
opment, has been trying to
create coherence in the high-
er education scenario across
the country for the last 65
years, but the fact remains
that we are yet to have a clear
policy and operative struc-
tures till date. While higher
education continues to re-
main in the hands of the gov-
ernment, the complexity has
only increased over the years
as both the number students
as well as the number of col-
leges and universities has
grown multifold. Alongside,
we have also seen the mush-
rooming of “for profit institu-
tions” run as a “not for profit
institutions” — a phenome-
non unique to India.

In March 2014, the Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit, a fore-
casting and advisory service
from The Economist group,
had come out with a report
entitled, ‘Higher education in
the 21st century: meeting
real-world demands.’ This
was based on a survey spon-
sored by academic partner-
ships of 317 higher education
practitioners across the world
— 36 per cent respondents
hailed from North America,
33 per cent from Asia-Pacific
and 32 per cent from Western
Europe. The majority of these
(51per cent) held teach-
ing/faculty roles, followed by
those in research (28 per
cent), administrative (27 per
cent) and management posi-
tions (26 per cent). Of the in-
stitutions represented, 52 per
cent were public, non-profit
institutions, 33 per cent were
private, non-profit institu-
tions, 12 per cent were for-
profit institutions and 2 per
cent comprised other groups,
including institutions that

. Arun Nigavekar

the world of higher education
is changing quickly and dra-
matically. In the US and the
UK, tuition and fees are in-
creasing while public funding
for educational institutions is
decreasing. Enrolment is also
declining as sceptical stu-
dents weigh the price of a de-
gree against their odds of em-
ployment after graduation.

In the developing world, on
the other hand, an expanding
global middle class and grow-
ing young adult populations
are increasing the demand for
higher education, especially
in key areas of research and
vocational study. But as tech-
nology expands its access
worldwide, online institu-
tions, open-source classrooms
and virtual campuses will
compete with traditional
structures. Higher education

E-LEARNING : Online learning can help universities stay relevant in an increasingly technology-based world
and expand their markets globally without building

ingly shaped by student and
consumer demands.

To investigate the ramifica-
tions of these changes and
identify the steps that institu-
tions are taking to flourish and
remain relevant in a new cli-
mate, the survey came up
with the following findings:

Institutions are courting
new student populations:
Global visibility has become a
top priority for colleges and
universities, with expansion
abroad a key goal for many. As
many as 33 per cent of the
higher education institutions
polled say they are increasing
the enrolment of internation-
al students, targeting a rapidly
growing global middle class.

Creative financing needed
to balance shrinking budgets:
Fifty-one percent of survey re-
spondents say that reduced

new classrooms and dormitories

per cent cite the shrinking
availability of research grants.
Especially in the US and the
UK, sustainability will depend
on rigorous cost-cutting in
tandem with finding new
sources of revenue. Raising
tuition is also a common strat-
egy, but doing so can have
negative ramifications for stu-
dents and schools.

Online learning is the new
frontier: Today’s institutions
of higher learning have high
hopes for technology-based
delivery of instruction. Mas-
sive open online courses
(MOOCs) have both support-
ers and detractors, but 61 per
cent of respondents say that

they believe online and dis-

tance courses will have the
greatest effect on how higher
education is delivered in the
next five years. One in four re-

enue to their colleges or uni-
versities, and digital pro-
grammes are allowing stu-
dents to lower their costs as
well.

Today, a profound discon-
nect separates the needs of
students and the models of
higher education that pre-
vailed in the 20th century. In
addition, mobile connectivity
has brought in virtual proximi-
ty to far-off places that shrinks
physical distance; students
can take classes wherever they
have access to the internet.

Student preferences are
not the only factor challeng-
ing conventional models of
post-secondary  education.
Fee structure is also creating
financial pressure on foreign
universities, hence the desire
to expand to China, India and
other parts of southeast Asia.

Technology, too, is altering
the playing field. Deployed
properly in the right circum-
stances, online learning can
help colleges and universities
stay relevant in an increasing-
ly technology-based world, ex-
pand their markets globally
and streamline business mod-
els. without building new
classrooms and dormitories.

‘Moving forward, sustaining

- robust higher-education insti-

tutions in developed nations
as well as developing nations
will require a new outlook:
fresh sources of revenue, im-
proved cost management, in-
novative means of delivering
higher education and an in-
creased understanding of stu-
dents’ new needs. A changing
landscape will require higher
education institutions in
India to adapt to stay competi-
tive and to fulfill the mission
— social transformation — for
which they were founded.

(The writer is a former

had charity and publie, for--hmaywell move frons the cursh governmenty subsidies -have s spondents.expects online: andisiooouy & chairman of UGC,
pPofstatas? “ 0 D gy e prodiicerdriveti busindss! | negatively affected theirinsti- i hybridicoursesito'attract more ool irin - and fqmmb\&(s‘xoﬁ!
As the report pointed outrlimodel toone thatisincreds:itutions’ fimaneial standing; 40 students and bring morexevs 14 University of Pune)
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Independent business schools
take issue with IIM degree pIan

Over 300 Ilqsmutlons

fear that if IIMs offer
degree courses, the
PGDM they offer will
have no takers

By Prasuant K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

cores of independent man-

agement institutes, includ-

ing XLRI Jamshedpur, Birla
Institute of Management Tech-
nology (Bimtech) Greater Noida
and Management Development
Institute (MDI) Gurgaon, are
considering joining forces to
demand from the government
the power to grant degrees.

Some of these institutes also
plan to seek deemed university
status from the human resource
development (HRD) ministry.
This is because an institute can
offer degree only if it is empow-
ered by law, affiliated to a uni-
versity or is itself a university.

The reason for their agitation
is the proposed Indian Institutes
of Management (IIM) Bill, which
will allow IIMs to award degrees
instead of the post-graduate
diplomas in management
(PGDM) that they currently
offer. Like the 1IMs, over 300
independent institutes too
award a PGDM and they now
fear that their survival will be
threatened by the new develop-
ment.

“Its a survival and identity
issue for us," said Harivansh
Chaturvedi, director of Bimtech.

“For years, we have been
offering PGDM as have the IIMs.
But with the circumstances
changing, it will pose a huge
question in front of us and may
affect our standing in the mar-
ket,” he said, adding that dozens
of B-schools were assembling in
New Delhi on Wednesday to

Posing threat: A file photo of IIM Bangalore. The IIM Bill is currently before the cabinet and will be presented
in Parliament once it gets cabinet approval.

deliberate and prepare a road
map for way forward.

J.K. Das, director at Fore
School of Management in New
Delhi, said with the HRD minis-
try bringing in legislation to
allow IIMs to grant degrees,
PGDM schools would be at a
disadvantage.

“The equivalence with IIMs
and the anchoring benefits will
go if the IIM Bill gets enacted
and we remain where we are
today,” Das argued.

He said the move would have
wider implications and might
affect students in the future. “If
not now, maybe in a couple of
years, parents will question the
relevance of sending children to
institutes which offer a diploma

and not degree, while paying the
same fees and spending the
same two years on the course,’
Das said.

He added that PGDM schools
were of the view that the govern-
ment should give them the
power to grant degrees—either
through legislation or by amend-
ing the All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE)
Act. “If they are ready to give
deemed university status, that is
also fine,” said Das.

Chaturvedi put the onus on
the HRD ministry. “HRD minis-
try can pass a Bill for this pur-
pose.”

He suggested a way out: while
the top 50 or 100 PGDM schools
could be allowed to award

degrees, the rest could be
directed to obtain university
affiliation.

“A final road map will be pre-
pared on Wednesday, following
which all B-schools will try to
meet HRD ministry officials,”
said Chaturvedi, adding that
there was also the view that a
management council be estab-
lished for regulating B-schools
instead of AICTE.

An HRD ministry official, on
condition of anonymity, said
while the institutes’ argument
had merit, the good ones should
not worry about survival.

The IIM Bill is currently
before the cabinet and would be
taken to Parliament once it was
cleared, he added.
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Decline
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in Indian students worries UK "

Press TRusT ORM year, ;

Tondon The mport by the busi-
X ness lobby London First

THE decline in Indian stu-  and the PricewaterhouseC-

dents choosing to study at
UK universities has been
flagged up as a worrying
trend as a new study said
that international students
coming here contribute
- nearly 2.3 billion pounds to
the British economy every

oopers (PwC) consultancy
quantified the economic
costs and benefits of non-
EU students from coun-
tries like India and called
on the UK government to
improve the immigration
system in their favour.

Nicola Dandridge, chief

executive of representative
body Universities UK, said
that Indian students, the
second-largest foreign stu-
dents group after the Chi-
nese, were being put off by
an unwelcome visa regime.

"A number of worrying

signs remain — not least a

drop in those taking STEM
(Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Mathemat-
ics) courses and the con-
tinued decline in Indian
students, following a re-
markable 49 per cent drop
between 2010 and 2012,"
she said.

"If the UK wants to fulfil
its potential in this growth
area, it must present a wel-
coming climate for genuine
international students and

Hindustan Times ND 20/05/2015 HT Education Tlmes P-1

Mewar University’s degr
FDDI others mvalld JG

universities. It means that they

approval papers. He convinced

* MU would be granting degrees.
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ensure that visa and immi-
gration rules are consistent
and properly communicat-
ed," she added.

"The government will
pursue further reforms to
tackle abuse while continu-
ing to attract the brightest
and the best to our world-
class universities," said UK
immigration minister
James Brokenshire.

Joevan Prakash Sharma L
» jeevan shama@hindustantimes.com
HT Education had, in itsexclusive
story, ‘Why is Mewar University
granting degrees for FDDI?', on
May 13, 2015, raised the question
of validity of degrees granted by
a fprlvate university on behalf -
of vocational training insti-
tutes. A case in point had been IT IS ABOUT
Mevwar University MO)signing | MALPRACTICES IN
inswlﬁalll:sﬁmteslﬂmibotwaar THE EDUCATION SYSTEM.
(FDDD and Instite of Apparel - STUDENTS MUST BE
anagement (IAM). No provi
sions exist in the education INFORME) MOUT THE
domain which authorise such VAUDTW OF THESE
agreements. Endorsing this, the CADEE ANl
University Grants Commission DEGREE COURSES
. (UGOQ) clarified to this corre- MM ANSA JGG6-e L
“spondent that it had warned MU
not tgc lr;d;:olge in such practices.
dismissedMU'sclaim  to our norms. There is no provi mmmmafaﬁumm
that it (UGC) had been informed  sionforany private universityto themost f their degreesare con- the. aystom.
about the MoUs and had not  signany MoU withanyfranchise ~ sidered invalid. is the right time to inform the
objected tothem. Lettershadbeen  institute and grant degrees on As per the terms of the MoU students about the validity of
written by the UGC to the MU its behalf,” says Sunita Siwach, between FDDI MU, the these degree courses because the
chairperson, informinghimthat ~ deputy secretary, UGC. Though ~ former is required to send a  with the agpedmm. UGC member MM Ansaric new academic session is about
the university's MoUs were not  service rules did not permit her question bank to MU, which has wlwn inform aboutUGc's stldlnwas ofthamamr to start and these vocational
valid and that it could not devi- tospeakto themedia, Siwachsaid  to prepare questions for FDDI’s training institutes are going to
ate from the University Grants  she had been asked by the secre-  examination. FDDI evaluates ' enroll students. I am surprised
Commission (Establishment of  tarytomake thisstatementasthe  the students' performance and that UGC hasn't as yet cleared
and Maintenance of Standardsin  question related to the interest release a list of successful can- its stand on this issue to its mem-
Private Universities) Regulation,  of thousands of students, Those didates. The degree, however, is ! bers and should do so urgently,”
N has it :oinsdegmeandpootsnduahe awarded by MU. 351 Ansari added.
written ewar  degree programmes after pay- Interestingly the MU chairper-  pointraised by the Commission,”  them to give suitable replies to #
University and asked it to stick mg!lzhkhﬁo!uslnkhatthe son, Ashok Kumar Gadiya, inan 4 MU. “It is a very serious matter CONTINUED ON PAGE 05
CONTINED FROM PAGE 1 g i that e institute 15 being rax i
> by the ministry of commerce and
Mewar University's degree..  imisi ommerant
course, But he refused to give us
According to professor A K  willfunction within the territory  theapproval papers saying these
Bakshi, former vice chancellor,  of their state.” are confidential,” says a parent.
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon Parentsof studentsenrolledin ~ Students also allege that the
Open University, ‘Allahabad, the vocational training institutes  vocational training institutes had
“The 2008 regulations state that  are also a worried lot. “We met  nowhere in their prospectus and
private universities are unitary  an FDDI official and asked for  admission form mentioned that



